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Year A:  Trinity Sunday-b  Gen1:1-2:4a; Ps 8; 2Cor 13:11-13; Mt 28:16-20 
St. Barnabas, Florissant – June 07, 2020  
 
Focus Sentence:  Go, baptize, teach. 

 
SERMON 

I offer these thoughts in the name of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit…. 
 

Today is Trinity Sunday, the first Sunday after Pentecost, which we celebrated 

last week.  It’s traditional for senior pastors to assign their younger assistants to preach 

on Trinity Sunday, because preaching on the doctrine of the Trinity is very challenging 

and is fraught with difficulties.  In fact, there’s an old saying (which you may have heard 

before) that more heresy is preached on Trinity Sunday than on any other occasion. 

Since I don’t have an assistant to whom to hand off today’s preaching duties, I’ve 

decided to make just a few comments about the Trinity and then focus my sermon on 

the “Great Commission” of Jesus in today’s Gospel reading. 

PAUSE 

You really can’t get a much better visualization of the Holy Trinity than from a 

somewhat famous Russian icon a picture of which I’m holding.  It was painted in Russia, 

in the fifteenth century, by Andrei Rublev for a Cathedral dedicated to the Holy Trinity. 

The icon, which actually depicts the three angelic (or divine) visitors to Abraham 

at the Oaks of Mamre, shows three persons of equal stature, since all three are 

coequal, divine persons.  The figure on the left is God the Father, and so the other two 

somewhat defer to him with their inclined heads.  All three hold staffs as symbols of 

their divine authority, and there is symbolic significance (which we won’t explore right 

now) in the colors of their clothing and in the background items in the icon. 

I believe that two very important points are made by this icon about the mystery 

of the Holy Trinity:  first, the divine Three are sharing table fellowship and enjoying each 

other’s company.  And, second, they are looking outwards from the icon and inviting 

each one of us to join their heavenly banquet.  And I wonder:  do we really need to 

know anything else about the Trinity? 
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In any case, I said that I was going to focus the main part of today’s sermon on 

the Gospel reading from Matthew.  Although you can tell that it was chosen for today, 

Trinity Sunday, because it quotes Jesus telling his disciples to baptize new disciples in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  In other words, Jesus is 

specifically naming the three members of the Holy Trinity in this Gospel passage. 

These Scripture verses, though, are certainly more commonly known for the so-

called Great Commission given by Jesus to his disciples.  Jesus commands them, 

commissions them, to “Go … and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them …, and 

teaching them … .” 

It does seem somewhat simple, doesn’t it?  GO/BAPTIZE/TEACH.  Curiously, in 

the centuries since Jesus gave his disciples (and us) this apparently simple 

commission, we (the Church) have turned it anything but simple, and have made it all 

very complicated.  I mean:  we have committees and councils, vestries and boards and 

synods and presbyteries, we have dioceses and provinces and deaneries, we have task 

forces and initiatives, we have constitutions and canons and bylaws, doctrines and 

dogmas.  We even have trials to enforce it all. 

PAUSE 

Instead of Jesus’ refreshingly simple commission, “Go and make disciples,” our 

favorite construction model has become instead, “Wait and welcome converts.”  

Because we want to offer the utmost in hospitality to the people we’re waiting for, we 

pour unbounded treasure into the place where we wait.  We wait in the comfort of our 

climate-controlled sanctuaries.  When the newcomers do arrive, many churches provide 

extensive programming options ranging across the spectrum of human need, from Little 

League teams to Divorced Christian groups to knitting groups.  And these churches 

employ a whole bunch of people to keep it all running. 
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Unfortunately, the converts aren’t showing up for us to make disciples of them.  

Huge sanctuaries, spacious parish halls, hallways of Sunday-school rooms sit empty all 

week long, and are increasingly empty on Sunday mornings as well.  Of course, to solve 

this emptiness problem, many churches fix up these vacant places and hire more 

people to plan more programs.  Some of us do this until the money runs out. 

But NOTE that Jesus didn’t say, “Build it, and they will come.”  Jesus said, “GO.”  

Be and build a wildly diverse community of people not of your choosing.  Because 

followers of Jesus are always outward-oriented; they are always ready to GO. 

PAUSE 

And then, after you go, the next thing you do is BAPTIZE.  Be and build a 

committed community --- not just one that dabbles in Resurrection life, but one that truly 

dies to the old life in order to live the new life.  And Jesus knows firsthand what can 

happen to a person right after baptism.  Rather than the sentimental family affair we 

usually imagine, baptism as Jesus experienced it propels us into the wilderness, 

wandering, where we can be prepared for a new life of countercultural behavior that can 

lead us to the foot of the cross.  We often forget that baptism is risky business, and not 

just a great family photo op.  The riskiness, of course, is that first act of GOing. 

PAUSE 

Then, finally, because risk-taking shouldn’t be entered into unadvisedly, Jesus’ 

next directive is “TEACH.”  Be and build a community of teachers and learners of the 

way of Jesus Christ.  This isn’t just about saying the right things but living in a new and 

totally transformative way.  This is a long process too.  Remember that baptism is a 

watery bath that quickly dries, but that it merely marks the beginning of learning how 

really to live a baptized life.  Someone has pointed out that the leaders of the Southern 

Christian Leadership Conference spent hours teaching their members the art of 

nonviolent resistance before allowing them to sit down at a lunch counter or march 

across a bridge.  It takes some serious time to learn how to face billy clubs and snarling 

police dogs, and fire hoses. 
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In the same way, disciples have to be taught how to follow Jesus Christ --- and 

there’s no guarantee that we’ll pass the exam.  After years of following Jesus, even the 

twelve named disciples had two colossal failures at test time --- after selling Jesus out, 

one of them died by his own hand, with no chance of a retake.  The other one got a 

second chance and went on to tend the lambs and feed the sheep.  He got so good at 

doing this that he ended up dying the same way as the One who had taught him.  Living 

faithfully, of course, always takes lots of practice. 

Those failures seemingly are inevitable.  Remember that Matthew tells us, “When 

[the disciples] saw [Jesus], they worshipped him; but some doubted.”  It’s amazing that 

“some doubted” even with the resurrected Jesus standing right in front of them, but 

every community will be a mixture of faith and doubt, with different people filling the 

different roles at different times.  Thankfully, Matthew isn’t afraid to own and even 

proclaim the doubt of this earliest Christian community.  Matthew is telling us that 

absolute faith, trust and belief are thankfully not prerequisites for being part of this 

beloved community. 

PAUSE 

We say in the Creed every Sunday that we believe in God, we trust in God.  But 

God has a creed as well.  As we are saying, “We believe in God,” God is saying, “I 

believe in you.”  And Jesus is saying, “Remember, I am with you always, even to the 

end of the age.” 

In the end, sisters and brothers, we have to stay focused on Jesus’ basic 

instructions.  If we don’t, we’ll lose track of our purpose.  We always have to remember 

to GO, because going is how it all begins! 

 

                      AMEN. 

 


