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Year A:  Easter 5a   Acts 7:55-60; Ps 31:1-5; 1Pet 2:2-10; Jn 14:1-14 
St. Barnabas, Florissant – May 10, 2020 
 
Focus Sentence:  “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.” 

 
SERMON 

I offer these thoughts in the name of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit…. 
 

Today’s reading from John’s Gospel seems to pose for us several of what we 

might call “technical….theological questions.”  While searching for answers to 

“technical, theological questions” has provided a lifetime of work for any number of 

greater or lesser scholars over the centuries, unfortunately, the answers that these 

scholars have produced sometimes leave us mere mortals shaking our heads in 

amazement, or at least scratching them in confusion.  My hope this morning is that none 

of us will end up doing either because of what I’m about to preach. 

 

PAUSE 

 

One of those questions we might pursue is one which derives from Jesus’ 

statement, “No one comes to the Father except through me.”  Is Jesus saying here that 

everyone who rejects Jesus and the Christian faith is somehow condemned and kept 

away from God’s presence?  Or that those who, through no fault of their own, have 

never had the chance to learn about Jesus are likewise condemned?  And what about 

faithful, committed Jews?  Or Muslims?  Or Buddhists?  Are they prevented from 

“coming to the Father” simply because they don’t try to do so through Jesus? 

This question has produced answers which run the gamut from, “Yes, they’re 

definitely condemned!”…….to, “Well, those faithful, committed members of other faiths 

are actually what we could call ‘anonymous Christians,’ persons who would no doubt 

accept Jesus if they only knew him.” 
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And I understand that the problem of persons never having heard of Jesus has 

been addressed by some Christian group who pledged that there would be no place on 

the earth where the Gospel has not been preached by the year 2000.  I never did hear if 

they succeeded in fulfilling that pledge. 

While few of us claim to have an answer to this particular question, I would just 

prefer to set it aside and look into it at some other time. 

 

PAUSE 

 

Another theological question we could tackle this morning involves what Jesus 

might mean when he says, “In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. 

…[and] I go to prepare a place for you.” 

Is Jesus speaking here of the traditional ideal of heaven? …well, maybe…. 

But then Jesus goes on to say, “And you know the way to the place where I am 

going.” 

Good old Thomas asks the question that was most likely on the minds of the 

other disciples listening to Jesus, and maybe on our minds as well:  “Lord, we don’t 

know where you’re going.  How can we know the way?” 

Jesus speaks to us at times in language that’s hard to understand, but nobody 

likes to ask the “dumb question.”  Fortunately for us, there’s Thomas to go out on a limb 

and ask on our behalf. 

Of course, once again, Jesus’ answer leaves us with still more questions.  Jesus 

looks around at Thomas, and at the others, and he says, “I am the way, and the truth, 

and the life.” 
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Feeling a bit uncomfortable, the disciples are undoubtedly thinking to 

themselves, “Well, Jesus you may HAVE the way, and the truth, and the life, …..but to 

say you ARE the way, the truth and the life??” 

Well, this time Thomas decides to keep his mouth shut.  But Philip steps up to 

ask the question.  “Let’s forget all this stuff for a minute, Jesus.  We’ve been following 

you around these past three years, and listening to you, because (well) you seem to 

have an inside track to God.  So,…..just show us the Father, and we’ll be satisfied.”  

After all, isn’t that really the theological bottom line?  We all want to see God, to know 

God, to have a relationship with God. 

Well, Jesus sighs and shows just a bit of exasperation.  “Philip, Philip, you mean 

to say that we’ve been together all this time, and you still don’t know me?  You still don’t 

understand?  Whoever sees ME is seeing the Father.” 

 

PAUSE 

 

Well, here, I think, is the real theological bottom line.  We do, indeed, all want to 

see God, to know God, to have a relationship with God.  But, unfortunately, God is just 

so unseeable, so unknowable. 

Oh, we’ve tried to say some things about God.  In the Hebrew Scriptures, we 

catch fleeting glimpses of God. 

We hear Moses come right out and ask God, “Who are you?” when Moses 

encounters God in the burning bush.  Of course, God’s answer isn’t real helpful to 

Moses, or to us for that matter.  God replies, “I am who I am.” 

At another time, we see God as angry when God wipes out the world in the great 

flood, and again much later, when the Hebrews make and worship the golden calf at 

Sinai.  And we see God as a jealous husband when the Hebrews continue to chase 

after foreign gods. 
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But we also hear poets write about God’s loving-kindness and mercy in the 

Psalms.  And we hear the prophets speak of God’s punishing ways as simply a means 

to bring Israel back to God’s loving protection. 

So, what are we think?  Who is this God we are to see?....to know?...and to (dare 

we say it?) ………..to love? 

 

PAUSE 

 

Well, Jesus says it straight out.  “Whoever sees me is seeing the Father.”  

Whoever knows me knows God. 

In other words, Jesus, when we see you healing the hurting and the sick, when 

we see you feeding the hungry, when we see you having compassion on the crowd 

because they are floundering like sheep without a shepherd, when we see you unafraid 

to reach out to those who are called “sinners,” and (finally) when we see you going to 

die for us on a cross……we are seeing God? 

Or, in other words, Jesus, when we see you loving and caring, and telling us the 

story of the father who rushes out to meet his lost son who has returned from his life of 

sin, and the father throws a big party to welcome the son back…... this is what God is 

really like? 

 

PAUSE 

 

And Jesus sighs again.  “Have I been with you all this time, have you been 

getting to know me, and yet you say that you don’t know the Father?  Look at what I do, 

see my care and my love in action, and yes, you are seeing God at work.” 
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And so, Jesus really is the way, and the truth, and the life. 

Jesus is the way for us to truly see into the very nature of God.  Jesus is really 

the way that God acts.  If we truly want to see God, all we have to do is to look at Jesus.  

Jesus is God deep into human flesh. 

And Jesus is also the truth about God, and the truth about human life.  To know 

Jesus is to know the true God, for Jesus is “true God from true God.” 

Finally, Jesus is life, the very opposite and enemy of death.  God wants us to 

live.  As Jesus himself said, “….to have life, and to have it to the very fullest.” 

So, leaving aside those “technical, theological questions” about God that we 

raised earlier, and which can never really be fully answered anyway, let’s focus on 

Jesus, on God enfleshed in human form, and let’s pray again, “Almighty God, whom 

truly to know is everlasting life:  Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to 

be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way 

that leads to you, to eternal life.” 

And let the church say, 

                      AMEN.  ALLELUIA! 


