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Text: John 15:1-8 

“Abide in me” 
 

Alleluia, Christ is risen.  The Lord is risen indeed, alleluia! 
 
 There is one movie that was released back during the holiday season 
that I think resonates with today’s lessons and in particular, the gospel and 
that is The Greatest Showman.  It is a musical movie that was met with 
mixed reviews.  The critics either loved it or hated it.  Personally, I loved it.  
I mean after all, how can you go wrong with any movie starring Hugh 
Jackman?   
 
   I don’t want to give too much away for those who have not seen the 
movie but it is very loosely based on the life of showman, P. T. Barnum.  
And at its core we watch as the relationship between an underprivileged boy, 
P.T., and a young girl of wealthy means, Charity, blooms and stays strong 
and true in spite of the disapproval of her father and the passage of time.  
When they do come of age, P.T. hasn’t much to offer Charity except for his 
undying love and “a million dreams” and that is enough to sustain them, that 
is, until he loses his job as a shipping clerk.  With two young children now 
in tow, P.T. realizes that the time has come to make things happen, to make 
promised dreams come true in order to build a better life for his family.  He 
transforms an abandoned warehouse and hires “oddities” as they called 
themselves to perform in his shows.  His venue, known as “Barnum’s 
Circus”, was both loved by many and hated by others.  Still, what he built 
becomes extremely successful and his family is in want for nothing. But 
along the way P.T. begins to lose himself in his work and becomes blinded 
by the glamor and glitz that come along with his success.  He slowly backs 
away from the very people who believed in his dreams. His wife and 
daughters and even the performers he once considered friends are given a 
backseat.  His life begins to unravel from the disconnection and everything 
he’s worked so hard for begins to wither and die.  Is there a happy ending?  
Perhaps… 
 
 In a lot of ways, this is the point of today’s Gospel.  For Jesus loved 
his disciples.  He is concerned for what will become of the life of his friends. 
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 On this 5th Sunday of Easter, we are once again taken back to the 
evening before the crucifixion, the same evening where Jesus washes their 
feet and bids them to serve.  He blesses and breaks bread and blesses and 
pours wine and tells them to remember his words, remember what had been 
in their midst.  “Remember me,” he tells them.  For things were about to 
change for all of them.  At this point in John’s gospel there is no turning 
back so Jesus is looking forward into the future, a future long after he rises 
from the dead and ascends to his Father.  Jesus knew that without his 
physical presence, life would still have to go on. They would need to carry 
on his mission in the world.  They would need to keep building the Kingdom 
of heaven.  They would need to carry on with their lives but in a new way, 
much different than the three years that Jesus was with them. 
 
 Knowing that the time had come, Jesus sought to reassure them that 
He would always be with them; that his love and presence would never 
change.  He would never leave them orphaned doing the work given them.  
His reassurances came primarily in the ways he revealed himself to them; in 
ways they would understand.  Last week we heard how Jesus revealed 
himself to them and us as the Good Shepherd, as one who would always be 
present to comfort and care, to lead and guide.  In today’s gospel, Jesus 
again uses an image that most would understand.  He speaks of himself as 
the true vine and God as the vine grower. 
 
 But we may ask-why a vine?   Well, look closely at a vine.  A vine is 
strong and steady.  It shares its nutrients, all those good things that helps it 
grow.  It shares the life force of the whole plant in and through its branches. 
Its branches then wind their way around one another, in intricate, tightly 
curled patterns, all of which makes it impossible to see where one branch 
begins and ends.  A vine is not only intricate but intimate.  There is a union 
that cannot be forced apart or separated.  A healthy vine and its branches are 
catalysts for bearing good fruit.  All of this is much like the life, union and 
relationship that God has longed for humankind since the very beginning.   
 

Throughout the Hebrew Scriptures we can find images of God as the 
vine grower, farmer and gardener who plants and prunes and cleanses the 
branches attached to vines with God’s people being the vineyard.  Even 
Jesus in his telling of parables spoke of sowing seeds, harvests and of 
working in vineyards.   

 



 3

Today he says: 
 
 “Abide in me as I abide in you.  Just as the branch cannot bear fruit 
by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me.  
I am the vine, you are the branches.  Those who abide in me and I in them 
bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.” 

 
“Abide in me as I abide in you.”  Abide.  What exactly does that 

mean?  To abide according to Webster’s Dictionary means “to remain” and 
“to reside”.   When Jesus says to us, “Abide in me” he is saying those things 
and more.  He is saying: ‘Stay with me.  Make your home with me. Trust 
me.  Be in relationship with me.  Be bound to me as I am bound to you.  And 
not only be in relationship with me but with your God who loves you 
unconditionally.’   

 
Sisters and brothers, it is into this intricate, intimate, wonderful, and 

loving, union that you and I are invited to abide, to remain, in order to draw 
closer to the risen Christ and through Christ closer to our Creator and 
ultimately closer to others with love.  For when we abide in him as he abides 
in us, we will begin to love who he loves.  And we will be able to see others 
as wonderful children of God too.  The writer of 1 John puts it this way, 
“…those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.”  God’s 
unrelenting love for us and for the world has the ultimate potential to change 
who we are and “and who we are in Christ will change the world.”* Without 
God’s love we are subject to wither and die on the vine.  It is God’s love 
which nourishes and sustains us gives us strength to bear fruit, good fruit, in 
God’s vineyard, God’s world.   

 
Our fruit will not be measured by how popular we are or by how 

many Facebook ‘likes’ we receive or by how many cars we own, or how 
much money we have in the bank.  The fruit that we yield will be measured 
by children and the sick and poor being cared for, the voices of the 
marginalized heard, the hungry fed, the naked clothed, the dignity of all 
persons respected, by systems changed for the good of all, by justice, real 
justice, served, the Good News of Christ shared, when the love of God is put 
into action.  All to the glory of God.  Amen! 

 
 
* Looking for God in Messy Places, “Loving What God Loves”, a 

sermon by the Rt. Rev. Jake Owensby.   


