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Text: Matthew 5:38-48 
 
 Perfection.  I am sure by now that most of us know that perfection is a 
moving target. 
 
 There was one thing that I absolutely loved to do growing up-I loved to 
draw.  I taught myself to draw many things especially portraits.  I got pretty good 
at it. I remember sitting for countless hours finishing a project sometimes in less 
than a couple of hours.  One time I recreated a book cover that showed the faces of 
two small children.  I worked and worked on it down to the very last eyelash.  My 
aunt came over one day and I overheard my mother gushing over the drawing.  
That was something she rarely did.  She thought it was perfect as did I but when 
my aunt asked to see my drawing, I had nothing to show her, for I had drawn it 
with chalk on a chalk board and I had already erased it!  So I quickly went back to 
work, trying to recreate this perfect picture for my aunt.  But it wasn’t quite the 
same.  She oohed and awed over it but my mom and I were both quick to say, “The 
other one was much better.”  Oh well.  So much for perfection.  
 
 As I said before, perfection is a moving target.  There is no thing or no one 
event or no one person that is perfect. 
 
 How would we describe the perfect person?  Would that special person be 
male or female, well within his or her appropriate size and weight, not too young 
and not too mature in age with flawless skin, radiant white teeth and frizz free hair. 
Possess a fairly high IQ, be morally and ethically astute, religious or not so much. 
Well spoken, well-educated, well versed in several languages, and of course, 
published.  Can sing, dance, and put the most celebrated Oscar winner to shame. 
Out-distance the fastest runner and manage the slopes with ease.  And…well we 
can go on and go and on… Know anyone like this?  Yes?  No?  
 
 Today, Matthew’s Gospel give us a very clear imperative, “Be perfect, 
therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”  Despite how utterly unattainable 
that seems, there are people who desperately search for a way to accomplish this 
directive of being perfect in their everyday lives.  After all, don’t those television, 
radio, and printed ads try to convince us there could possibly be something more to 
us, that we can attain the height of perfection if we buy or use their products?  If 
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we use a certain brand of toothpaste to achieve those pearly white teeth and minty 
fresh breath.  If we use Nutra-System, Weight Watchers or those pricey 
supplements that Dr. Oz touts to take off those extra pounds.  From whitening 
strips to gym memberships, furniture outlets to tennis shoes, clothing and 
perfumes, and cars; there seem to be endless ways to make our lives perfect.   
 
 Of course, there are perfectionists among us; those of us who like to have 
our projects done right the first time; those of us who spent hours honing our crafts 
or spent countless late nights cramming for exams and writing essays and reports 
for that “A” because a “B” just would not do.  And we perhaps spent more hours at 
work to prove that we were worthy of a promotion or a raise.  Haven’t each of us 
wished that we were smarter, looked different, were a better dancer, or had stuck 
with those piano lessons or gymnastic classes we took when we were younger?   
 

There is nothing wrong with those desires but the thing is: Jesus is not 
asking us to shoot for perfection for tangible gains.  To be “perfect” according to 
the Gospel stems from the Greek word, telos, which means “goal”, a desired 
outcome’ or “purpose.”  The sense of the word is more about becoming what was 
intended, accomplishing one’s God-given purpose in the same way that God 
reflects God’s own nature and purpose.   
 
 The last line of the Gospel, “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is 
perfect,” goes hand in hand to what was said in the first lesson. “You shall be holy, 
for I the Lord your God am holy.” 
   

These statements not only remind us that God is sovereign and we are to 
revere God’s glory but also that God, who created us in God’s image, shaped us to 
not only be perfect but also to desire perfection.  Because God is perfect, holy, 
whole, we as God’s creation are to be perfect too.  We are to constantly strive to 
become who we are meant to be-mirror images of a caring, loving, and 
compassionate God. 

 
How do we do this in a world that thinks of perfection as having the perfect 

house in the perfect neighborhood and the perfect position in the perfect company 
and the perfect table setting with the perfect meal? 

 
Jesus says in Matthew, that the way to perfection is to offer your other 

cheek.  If you get sued for a coat, give your cloak too. If someone demands a mile, 
give them two.  Don’t refuse anyone who wants to borrow something from you.  
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Love not only your friends and neighbors but your enemy and the person you don’t 
particularly care for too.  

And we heard in the Book of Leviticus: When you collect the harvest, leave 
something for those who have nothing, do not steal, lie, swear falsely or use God’s 
Name in vain.  Don’t commit fraud, withhold wages or be unjust. Do not hate or 
bear a grudge.  Love your neighbor as you love yourself.   

 
On the surface these expectations just seem like a laundry list of do’s and 

don’ts.  But if we dig a little deeper we see that the Laws and Jesus’ re-envisioning 
of the Laws describe a state of relationship.  It’s all about our relationships.  To be 
holy, to be perfect, means that we must look outwardly and treat our neighbor with 
as much love, compassion, and care as we would want for ourselves, if not more. 
 
 These have been hard teachings over the last couple of weeks including 
today, ones that, as one writer wrote, “convict us and drive us to our knees at the 
foot of the cross.”   
 

Thankfully, the journey we walk is one of lifelong learning and looking to 
the One who showed us what Godlike living is all about. 
 
 Amen. 


