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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

Introit – Hymn 56   Verse 4 Veni, veni, Emmanuel 

 

O come, thou Branch of Jesse's tree, free them from Satan's tyranny 

that trust thy mighty power to save, and give them victory o'er the 

grave. Rejoice!  Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 
Words: © 1940 Church Publishing, Inc.; Music (Accompaniment): Richard Proulx, © 1975 G.I.A. Publications, Inc. 

 

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath  

Officiant: Today we relight the candle of HOPE.  

(Here relight the first Advent candle.)  

Listen now, to the words of the prophet Isaiah: “The wolf shall live with 

the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion 

and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them.” (Isaiah 11:6)  

We now light a second candle.  This is the candle of PEACE.  

(Here light the second Advent candle.) 

As we prepare for the coming of Christ, we remember that He alone is 

the hope and peace our world sorely needs. 

pause 

Officiant: Our King and Savior now draws near: 

All: Come let us adore him. 

 Officiant: Lord, grant us your light, 

All: That being rid of the darkness of our hearts, we may come 

to the true light which is Christ.  
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Opening Hymn: 76 Verses 1, 4, and 5       Winchester New                           
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Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People:  And blessed be His kingdom, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires 

known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly love 

you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Kyrie Eleison 

 

Celebrant:  Lord have mercy 

People:     Christ have mercy 

Celebrant:  Lord have mercy 

 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

 

The Collect of the Day 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach 

repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed 

their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the 

coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons 

 

Old Testament Isaiah 40:1-11        

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to 

Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, that her 

penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord's hand double for 

all her sins. 
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A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 

make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made 

low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a 

plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall 

see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 

A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. 

The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows 

upon it; surely the people are grass. 

The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand 

for ever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; 

lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 

lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” 

See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his 

reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 

He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his 

arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 

Lector: The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

The Response  

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13  Book of Common Prayer-pg 708-709 

Benedixisti, Domine 

1 You have been gracious to your land, O Lord, * 

you have restored the good fortune of Jacob. 
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2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your people * 

and blotted out all their sins. 

8 I will listen to what the Lord God is saying, * 

for he is speaking peace to his faithful people 

and to those who turn their hearts to him. 

9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, * 

that his glory may dwell in our land. 

10 Mercy and truth have met together; * 

righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, * 

and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 

12 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, * 

and our land will yield its increase. 

13 Righteousness shall go before him, * 

and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.  

 

The Epistle 2 Peter 3:8-15a 

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a 

thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not 

slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with 

you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. But the 

day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass 

away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, 

and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed. 

Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of 

persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, 

waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of 

which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements 

will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for 

new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. 
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Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be 

found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the patience 

of our Lord as salvation. 

 

Lector: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sequence Hymn: 67 Verses 1 and 2 Psalm 42 

 
Words: © 1982 Charles Price; Music: Arrangement reprinted from AMERICAN LUTHERAN HYMNAL, © 1930 by permission 

of Augsburg Publishing House.  
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Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

Mark. 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

 

The Holy Gospel: Mark 1:1-8 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord make his paths straight,’” John the 

baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole 

Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to 

him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 

sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt 

around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, 

“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not 

worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have 

baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”  

  

Celebrant:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People:        Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Sequence Hymn: vs. 3 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sermon  The Rev. Mary Haggerty 
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The Nicene Creed 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 

glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

The Prayers of the People 

 

Let us lift up our voices to God in strength, saying, Be patient with us 

and prepare us, Lord. 

 

Together as your church, we long to see your face.  Speak to us, Lord, as 

we walk through the wilderness listening for the sound of your voice.  

Give our leaders patience, wisdom, and a heart for your will: for 

Michael, our presiding bishop; Deon, our bishop; and Mary, our priest-

in-charge.  In your mercy, 

 

 be patient with us and prepare us, Lord. 
 
We pray for all who govern, especially our president, and for the 

Congress and courts of this land.  Guide the leaders of the nations as 

they work for the welfare of their people and the good of all.  In your 

mercy, 

 

 be patient with us and prepare us, Lord. 
 
Awaken us to the suffering of people near us and those far from us.  

Call forth in us a spirit of generosity and kindness.  Equip us to respond 

to their needs.  Arouse in us a sense of urgency to demonstrate your 

Good news in our lives and vice it, that all may hear: Make us 

messengers of your love.  In your mercy,  

 

 be patient with us and prepare us, Lord. 
 
We ask you to comfort those who have lost hope, who struggle with 

anxiety about the future, who live in fear. Bring healing to those for 

whom we now pray: 



11 
 

 

Wayne, Jim, Donna, Andrea, Rosalie, Jeanne, Cornelius, Mary, Mike 

and their families and caregivers.   

 

For our children in college and graduate school: Kennedy,  Meri, 

Kimberly, Jacob, and Matthew. 

 

For our loved ones in the armed forces:  Landon, Stephen, Ngozi, 

and Michael and Eve.  

 

For our friends and relatives: Vicki, Sean, the Graue family, Margie, 

Hope, Jeanne, Jane, Janet, Jason, Tim, Hal, Wallace, Deacon Earl, 

Diana, Jason R., Dennis, JoAnn, John, Elsa, Don, Robert, Nancy, Jewel, 

Jacob, Josh, Josh and Don. 

We also pray for the ministries of: the Episcopal City Mission, 

Deaconess Anne House, the Cornerstone Chorale, and T.E.A.M.  

In the Diocesan Cycle of prayer, We pray for the people and 

ministry of Trinity Episcopal Church in St Charles. 

We pray for those who have died, that their memories be blessings in 

our lives.  In your mercy, 

 be patient with us and prepare us, Lord. 

Ever-present God, be with us in our isolation, be close to us in our 

distancing, be healing in our sickness, be joy in our sadness, be light in 

our darkness, be wisdom in our confusion, be all that is familiar when 

all is unfamiliar, that when the doors reopen we may with the zeal of 

Pentecost inhabit our communities and speak of your goodness to an 

emerging world. For Jesus’ sake.  Amen. 

 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

 

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins to God. 

 

Silence may be kept. 
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Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

Celebrant: 

 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 

eternal life. Amen. 

 

The Peace 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

 

 

Announcements 

 

 

 

The Blessing 
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Closing Hymn:  65    Verses 1 and 3 Bereden vag for Herran 
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Words: © 1982 Charles Price; Music: Arrangement reprinted from AMERICAN LUTHERAN HYMNAL, © 1930 by permission 

of Augsburg Publishing House.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



15 
 

The Dismissal 

 

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ 

People: Thanks be to God 

 
Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-

736729. All rights reserved.  


