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MORNING PRAYER, RITE II 

 GREETING 

Introit - Hymn 56 verse 1: 

O come, O come, Emmanuel and ransom captive Israel, that 

mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to the, O Israel! 

For Veni, veni, Emmanuel.... 

Words: © 1940 Church Publishing, Inc.; Music (Accompaniment): Richard Proulx, © 1975 G.I.A. Publications, Inc.  
 

Officiant: Sisters and Brothers, today we begin the season of Advent 

with the lighting of our Advent wreath which marks the progression of 

this holy time. The candles of our Advent wreath remind us that our 

Savior Jesus Christ came to conquer the darkness of sin and to lead us 

into the light of his glorious kingdom. 

Today we light the first candle.  This is the candle of HOPE.   

Listen now, to the words of the prophet Isaiah: 

“In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established 

as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all 

nations shall stream to it.”  Isaiah 2: 2 

 [Here light the first Advent candle]  

We use this light to help us remember to live in joyful hope at the 

coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Pause 

Officiant: Our King and Savior now draws near: 

All: Come let us adore him. 

Officiant: Lord, grant us your light, 
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All: That being rid of the darkness of our hearts, we may come 

to the true light which is Christ.  

OPENING HYMN  #73 Verses 1, 3-5      St Stephen 

 OPENING SENTENCE       
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Officiant begins the service with one or more of these sentences 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

        Philippians 1:2 

I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 

Psalm 122:1 

  

Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, and bring 

me to your holy hill and to your dwelling.          Psalm 43:3 
 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN  - page 79  Book of Common Prayer 

 Officiant:   

 Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

(Silence may be kept.) 

Officiant and People:  

 Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we have sinned against you 

 in thought, word, and deed, 

 by what we have done, 

 and by what we have left undone. 

 We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

 have mercy on us and forgive us; 

 that we may delight in your will, 

 and walk in your ways, 

 to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Officiant: 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the 

power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.  Amen. 
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 Officiant:  Lord, open our lips. 

People: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Officiant and People: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever.  Amen. 

  

VENITE – All           

Come, let us sing to the Lord; let us shout for joy to the Rock of our 

salvation.     Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving and 

raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God and a great King above all gods. 

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, and the heights of the hills are 

his also. The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands have molded the 

dry land. Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, and kneel before 

the Lord our maker. For he is our God, and we are the people of his 

pasture and the sheep of his hand.  Oh, that today you would hearken 

to his voice! 

 

PSALM  80, vs. 1-7; 16-18   - page 702 BCP 

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 

shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 

stir up your strength and come to help us. 

3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be 

saved. 

4 O LORD God of hosts, * 

how long will you be angered 

despite the prayers of your people? 

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 

you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 

and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
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7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be 

saved. 

16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 

the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 

17 And so will we never turn away from you; * 

give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 

18 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be 

saved. 

 

All: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.   

  

THE LESSONS    

The First Lesson: Isaiah 64:1-9 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that 

the mountains would quake at your presence--as when fire kindles 

brushwood and the fire causes water to boil--to make your name 

known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at 

your presence! 

When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came 

down, the mountains quaked at your presence. From ages past no 

one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God 

besides you, who works for those who wait for him. 

You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in 

your ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid 

yourself we transgressed. 

We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous 

deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our 

iniquities, like the wind, take us away. There is no one who calls on 

your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden 

your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our 

iniquity. 
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Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our 

potter; we are all the work of your hand. Do not be exceedingly 

angry, O LORD, and do not remember iniquity forever. Now 

consider, we are all your people. 

 Lector: The Word of the Lord. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 

         

CANTICLE       Benedictus es, Domine   

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; 

         you are worthy of praise: Glory to you. 

Glory to you, for the radiance of your holy Name: 

         we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Glory to you, in the splendor of your temple;  

        on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.  

Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; 

       we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Glory to you, beholding the depths; 

        in the high vault of heaven, glory to you. 

Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 

       we will praise you and highly exalt you forever 

 

The Second Lesson: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God 

that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have 

been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind-- just 

as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you-- so 

that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the 

revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to 

the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of 

his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.           

 Lector: The Word of the Lord. 
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 People: Thanks be to God. 

   

CANTICLE       Gloria in excelsis                             

 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.   

Lord, God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, 

we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.  Lord Jesus Christ, 

only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin 

of the world:  

have mercy on us: you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the 

Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

                         

The Third Lesson: Mark 13:24-37 

      Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be 

darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be 

falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great 

power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his 

elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of 

heaven. 

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes 

tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So 

also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is 

near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass 

away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will 

pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in 

heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for 
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you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a 

journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each 

with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 

Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the 

house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at 

dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And 

what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 

 Officiant: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.  

 

HOMILY/REFLECTION   

  

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED   

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of 

the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father.  

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.            

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

THE PRAYERS     

Officiant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Officiant: Let us pray.   
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Officiant and People:  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   Give us this day our 

daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 

ever and ever.  Amen.  

        

Suffrages A 

  V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 

 R. And grant us your salvation. 

 V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 

 R. Let your people sing with joy. 

 V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 

 R. For only in you can we live in safety. 

 V. Lord, keep this nation under your care; 

 R. And guide us in the way of justice and 

truth. 

 V. Let your way be known upon earth; 

    R.     Your saving health among all nations. 

 V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 

 R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

 V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 

 R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

  

 

 

Collect for the Day         

 Officiant: Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works 

of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the time of this 

mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great 

humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his 
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glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise 

to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Collect for Sundays 

   

        Officiant: O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance 

of the glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord:  Give us this day such 

blessing through our worship of you, that the week to come may be 

spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.                     

 

Prayers of the People  

Creator of the stars in the sky, the sun, and the moon, You are the light 

by which we wake and work.  

Illumine our darkness, and keep us alert. 

Surround your church, her leaders, and people, with your armor of 

light.  We pray especially for Michael our presiding bishop; Deon, our 

bishop, and  Mary, our priest-in-charge.  Strengthen them as they reach 

out to you in prayer and hope.  Open their hearts to your will. 

Illumine our darkness, and keep us alert. 

We pray for our leaders, especially our president, our governor, and the 

Congress and courts of this land.  Savior of the nations, guide those who 

govern and awaken those they lead, that we may all live in the spirit of 

cooperation and share so that all have enough: food, care, and peace. 

Illumine our darkness, and keep us alert. 

For people across the world whose spirits bend under the yoke of 

oppression and struggle, give the people of this community a sense of 

togetherness and support. Open our eyes to those who fall by the 

wayside and whose faces and needs remain invisible. 

Illumine our darkness, and keep us alert. 

Lover of souls, you continue to mold us in your image and hold us in 

your hands.  We ask your blessing on those who struggle with illness, 
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anxiety, grief, or isolation. Today we pray for Wayne, Jim, Donna, 

Andrea, Rosalie, Jeanne, Cornelius, Mary, Mike, and their families and 

caregivers.   

For our children in college and graduate school: Kennedy,  Meri, 

Kimberly, Cameron, Jacob, and Matthew. 

For our loved ones in the armed forces:  Landon, Stephen, Ngozi, 

and Michael and Eve.  

For our friends and relatives: Vicki, Sean, the Graue family, Margie, 

Hope, Jeanne, Jane, Janet, Jason, Tim, Hal, Wallace, Deacon Earl, 

Imogen, Diana, Jason R., Dennis, JoAnn, John, Elsa, Don, Robert, 

Nancy, Jewel, Jacob, Josh, and Josh. 

We also pray for the ministries of: the Episcopal City Mission, 

Deaconess Anne House, the Cornerstone Chorale, and T.E.A.M.  

In the Diocesan Cycle of prayer, we pray for the people and ministry 

of Christ Church Cathedral, St. Louis. 

Illumine our darkness, and keep us alert. 

Father of us all, we pray for those who have recently returned to your 

embrace and those who are broken with grief. 

Ever-present God, be with us in our isolation, be close to us in our 

distancing, be healing in our sickness, be joy in our sadness, be light in 

our darkness, be wisdom in our confusion, be all that is familiar when 

all is unfamiliar, that when the doors reopen we may with the zeal of 

Pentecost inhabit our communities and speak of your goodness to an 

emerging world. For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

    (Silence) 

 

Officiant: Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and 

earth:  Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us 

to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Choral Anthem - #68 

 

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING        

Officiant and People: 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy 

servants give you humble thanks for all your goodness and 

loving kindness to us and to all whom you have made.  We 
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bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the 

blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable 

love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus 

Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your 

praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up 

our selves to your service, and by walking before you in 

holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 

honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 

  

PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM   Almighty God, you have given us 

grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication to 

you; and you have promised through your well beloved Son that when 

two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst 

of them:  Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best 

for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age 

to come life everlasting.  Amen. 

    

 DISMISSAL 

            

Officiant: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 

People: Thanks be to God.  

 

CLOSE OF THE OFFICE   

Officiant: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 

God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all 

evermore.  Amen.     

     2 Corinthians 13:14 
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CLOSING HYMN  # 616    Verses 1 and 4 

Es flog ein kleins Waldvögelein 
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