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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Opening Hymn:  393   All Verses  Maoz Zur                 
  

 
  
Music: Eric Werner, from Union Songster, © 1960, Conference of American Rabbis. Used by permission. Reprinted with 
permission under ONE LICENSE #A-736729. All rights reserved. 
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Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People:  And blessed be His kingdom, now and forever.  

Amen. 
 
Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly love 
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Gloria 

 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship 
you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of 
God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you 
are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you 
alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in 
the glory of God the Father.   Amen. 

 

The Collect of the Day 

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy 
the works of the devil and make us children of God and heirs of eternal 
life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is 
pure; that, when he comes again with power and great glory, we may be 
made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
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Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, 
and charity; and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us love 
what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Lessons 

The Old Testament Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 

Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the 
elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they 
presented themselves before God. And Joshua said to all the people, 
“Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Long ago your ancestors—Terah 
and his sons Abraham and Nahor—lived beyond the Euphrates and 
served other gods. Then I took your father Abraham from beyond the 
River and led him through all the land of Canaan and made his 
offspring many. 

“Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in 
faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the 
River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. Now if you are unwilling to 
serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods 
your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the 
Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, 
we will serve the Lord.”  

Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the 
Lord to serve other gods; for it is the Lord our God who brought us and 
our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and 
who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way 
that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; and 
the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in 
the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.”  

But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the Lord, for he is a 
holy God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or 
your sins. If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then he will 
turn and do you harm, and consume you, after having done you good.” 
And the people said to Joshua, “No, we will serve the Lord!” Then 
Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that 
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you have chosen the Lord, to serve him.” And they said, “We are 
witnesses.” He said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are among 
you, and incline your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.” The people 
said to Joshua, “The Lord our God we will serve, and him we will obey.” 
So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made 
statutes and ordinances for them at Shechem.  

Lector: The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The Response Psalm 78:1-7 
Attendite, popule 

1 Hear my teaching, O my people; * 
incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 

2 I will open my mouth in a parable; * 
I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. 

3 That which we have heard and known, 
and what our forefathers have told us, * 
we will not hide from their children. 

4 We will recount to generations to come 
the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the Lord, * 
and the wonderful works he has done. 

5 He gave his decrees to Jacob 
and established a law for Israel, * 
which he commanded them to teach their children; 

6 That the generations to come might know, 
and the children yet unborn; * 
that they in their turn might tell it to their children; 

7 So that they might put their trust in God, * 
and not forget the deeds of God, 
but keep his commandments; 
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The Epistle 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those 
who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no 
hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, 
through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this 
we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who 
are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those 
who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the 
archangel's call and with the sound of God's trumpet, will descend from 
heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, 
who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet 
the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore 
encourage one another with these words. 

  
Lector: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Sequence Hymn: A Vineyard Grows  Ron Grames, Soloist 
 
Words: Jaroslav J. Vajda, © 1988 Morning Star Music Publishers; Music: K. Lee Scott, © 1988 Morning Star Music 
Publishers. Permission to podcast and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-
736729. All rights reserved.   

 
   
Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

Matthew. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
The Holy Gospel Matthew 25:1-13 

Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten 
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of 
them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their 
lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with 
their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy 
and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the 
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bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up 
and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of 
your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there 
will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers 
and buy some for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy it, the 
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the 
wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids 
came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell 
you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the 
day nor the hour.”  

   
Celebrant:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
   
 
The Sermon:  The Rev. Mary Haggerty 
 

The Nicene Creed - all standing 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People 
 

The Leader and People pray responsively 
 
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one.  
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and 
humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people.  
We pray for Michael, our Presiding Bishop, Deon, our Bishop, Mary, our 
priest-in-charge and for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and 
Sacraments.  
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations 
of the world; 
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That there may be justice and peace on the earth.  
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight.  
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Give to the departed eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them.  
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.  
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 
Silence 
We pray for: Wayne, Jim, Donna, Andrea, Rosalie, Jeanne, Cornelius, 
Mary and their families and caregivers.   
 
For our children in college and graduate school: Kennedy,  Meri, 
Kimberly, Cameron, Jacob, and Matthew. 
 
For our loved ones in the armed forces:  Landon, Stephen, Ngozi, 
and Michael and Eve.  
 
For our friends and relatives: Vicki, Sean, the Graue family, Margie, 
Hope, Jeanne, Jane, Nolan, Janet, Johnny, Jason, Tim, Hal, Wallace, 
Deacon Earl, Imogen, Diana, Jason R., Dennis, JoAnn, John and Elsa. 

We also pray for the ministries of: the Episcopal City Mission, 
Deaconess Anne House, the Cornerstone Chorale, and T.E.A.M.  

In the Diocesan Cycle of prayer, we pray for the youth ministry in 
this diocese. 

God of silence and stillness, we trust you are with us in this time of 
noise and chaos. We pray for an end to this pandemic. Whisper your 
words of comfort, encouragement and hope to all who need them in 
these days of fear. Draw close to those who are sick and all those who 
risk illness, caring for them, protecting and uplifting them. In Your 
name, we pray. Amen. 
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The People may add their own petitions. 
 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
 
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins to God. 
 
Silence may be kept. 

God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. We have denied your goodness 
in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, 
and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and 
strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may 
abide in your love and serve only your will.  Amen 
The Peace 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
 
Announcements 
 
 
The Blessing 
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Closing Hymn: 620 Verses 1, 2 and 5 Land of Rest 

 
 

Music: Annabel Morris Buchanan, © 1938 by J. Fischer & Bro., a division of Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp. Copyright 
renewed. Used with permission. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-736729. All rights reserved 
 
 



12 
 

The Dismissal 
 
Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with 
license #A-736729. All rights reserved.  


